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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the recitation 
of the word "centre" in the body of the specification is misspelled. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 15, 25 and 26 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
recitation of the word "centre" in the body of the claims is misspelled. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

3. Claims 16-24 and 27 are objected based on their dependency on claim 15 and 
26 because: the recitation of the word "centre" in the body of the claims is misspelled. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Phillips et al. 
[6,912,507]. 
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As per claims 15, 25 and 26, Phillips et al. teach a system for making 
purchases by a customer at a shopping center of the self-service type, comprising: 
means for storing the position of each product on sale in the center [col. 2, lines 65 and 
67, and col. 3, lines 1-7, via memory 210 (i.e. location information 212)], means for 
providing a shopping list of products to be purchased [col. 1 , lines 57 - 59, as illustrated 
in fig. 9], means for determining the position of each product to be purchased [as 
illustrated in fig. 9 (i.e. item location aisle 1)] and means for providing the customer with 
and indication of the products to be purchased in ordered sequence according to a path 
inside the center [col. 3, lines 66 -67, and col. 4, lines 1 - 9, via memory 210]. 

As per claim 16, Phillips et al. teach a portable processing device having means 
for displaying a name and a coordinate, inside the center, of each product to be 
purchased [as illustrated in fig. 3 (i.e. wireless client block 310)]. 

As per claim 17, Phillips et al. teach a computer of the center [as illustrated in 
fig. 1 (i.e. processor 104)], the computer further comprising means for producing an 
ordered shopping list according to the path and comprising, for each product to be 
purchased [as illustrated in fig. 1, (i.e. block 112)], the corresponding name and the 
corresponding coordinate, and wherein the system comprises means for communication 
between the computer and the portable device [col. 2, lines 30 - 34, via memory 110], 
the ordered shopping being sent from the computer to the portable device [col. 2, lines 
10-14]. 
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As per claim 18, Phillips et al. teach wherein the portable device comprises 
means for displaying in succession the indication of each current product to be 
purchased in response to a forward command [as illustrated in fig. 4 (i.e. block 412)]. 

As per claim 20, Phillips et al. teach wherein the computer comprises means for 
storing a possible special offer associated with each product on sale [as illustrated in fig. 
4 (i.e. block 408 competitive pricing comparison)] and means for adding the 
corresponding special offer to each product to be purchased in the ordered shopping list 
[as illustrated in fig. 4 (i.e. block 410), the portable device further displaying special offer 
corresponding current product purchased [as illustrated in fig. 4 (i.e. block 412)]. 

As per claim 21, Phillips et al. teach wherein the special offer includes a 
discount applied to a price of the product on sale [as illustrated in fig. 4 (i.e. block 408, 
completive pricing information)] and wherein the portable device comprising means for 
determining an amount saved equal to the sum of the discounts corresponding to the 
product to be purchased chosen by the user, the portable device further displaying the 
amount saved [as illustrated in fig. 9 and 10]. 

As per claim 22, Phillips et al. teach wherein the computer comprises means for 
storing information relating to the customer [col. 2, lines 34 - 38] and means for 
producing and additional list containing an indication of recommended products 
depending on the information relating to the customer [col. 2, lines 15-22 (i.e. multiple 
shopping list)], the additional list being sent to the portable device and the portable 
device further displaying the indication of the additional product [as illustrated in fig. 3 
(i.e. block 310)]. 
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As per claim 23, Phillips et al. teach wherein the additional list includes, for 
each recommended product, the corresponding name and the corresponding coordinate 
and wherein the system further comprises means for detecting a position of the portable 
device [col. 2, lines 38 - 45, via memory 110 (i.e. detection device)], the portable device 
displaying the indication and the coordinate of the recommended product when the 
portable is in the vicinity of corresponding position [col. 3, lines 27 - 32]. 

As per claim 24, Phillips et al. teach: signaling means for indicating a zone in 
which the current product to be purchased is located, the portable device comprising 
means for selectively activating the signaling means [col. 2, lines 43 - 47]. 

As per claim 27, Phillips et al. teach a computer readable medium on which the 
program of claim 26 is stored [as illustrated in fig. 2, (i.e. block 204)]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Phillips 
et al., and further in view of O'Hagan et al. [5,821 ,513]. 

As per claim 19, Phillips et al. do not expressly disclose the following limitation: 
wherein the portable device includes bar-code reader for producing the forward 
command in response to the reading of a bar-code for the current product to be 
purchased, chosen by the user. 
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However, O'Hagan et al. disclose wherein the portable device includes bar-code 
reader for producing the forward command in response to the reading of a bar code for 
the current product to be purchased, chosen by the user [col. 2, lines 46 - 49]. 

Therefore, from the teaching of O'Hagan et al., it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Phillips et al. 
invention to include a bar-code reader for producing a forward command. The 
motivation to combine would provide a more convenient, economical, and efficient 
system for providing customers with a portable data collection device including a 
dataform-n reader which can be used by a customer to read dataforms of items 
selected for purchase during a shopping session [Col. 2, lines 17 - 21]. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The system for making purchases at a shopping center of the 
self-service type is recited in the following references: Hashimoto [US 2002/0070925], 
Talbott et al. [6,000,610], Tracy et al. [5,979,757], and Hailing et al. [5,418,354]. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Garcia Ade whose telephone number is 571.272.5586. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571.272.6771. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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